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Date: September 8, 2020, 


Mr. Mitch Weiss 

Executive Director 

California Transportation Commission 
1120 N Street, MS-52 

Sacramento, CA 95814 


Subject: Uplift Melrose — Application for Active Transportation Program (ATP) 
Cycle 5 Grant 


Dear Mr. Weiss: 


On behalf of Melrose Elementary Math/Science/Technology, | am pleased to submit this 
letter of support for the City of Los Angeles’ efforts to secure funding under the Active 
Transportation Program (ATP) Cycle 5 for the proposed “Uplift Melrose” project. This 
project will implement a series of critical bicycle and pedestrian improvements along a 
1.3-mile stretch in the Melrose Arts District along Melrose Avenue between N. Fairfax 
Avenue and N. Highland Avenue, including a raised cycle track along Melrose, sidewalk 
curb extensions at all corners, raised east/west crosswalks, and a number of other key 
enhancements and traffic control measures that will significantly improve pedestrian and 
bicycle safety along the corridor. 


The 22 blocks of Melrose Avenue between Fairfax Avenue and Highland Avenue fall 
within the City’s High Injury Network, which spotlights streets with a high concentration 
of traffic collisions that result in severe injuries. The project area has experienced 17 
collisions involving a car and pedestrian/bicyclist that has resulted in severe injury or 
death in the past 10 years. Moreover, our youths and elderly are particularly vulnerable, 
with statistics showing that 30% of those killed or severely injured while walking or 
bicycling are under 18 or over 64 years of age. This fact is a key motivator to implement 
this project which includes a public high school, public elementary school, and religious 
institutions along Melrose Avenue. 


This stretch of Melrose Avenue has faced decades of infrastructure neglect and one of 
the results has been that active transportation users, including hundreds of children that 
attend neighborhood schools, face a dangerous walking and biking environment on a 
day-to-day basis. “Uplift Melrose” will transform Melrose Avenue by implementing a 


“Complete Streets” road reconfiguration to encourage and increase active modes of 
transportation including walking and biking by reducing the driving lanes and increasing 
the overall square footage of pedestrian space. The “Uplift Melrose” project represents 
a bold effort to address the dire safety issues in the project area, while also directly 
addressing the City’s future mobility plans which specifically call for separated bikeways 
on Melrose Avenue. This project will also serve as a catalyst for activating the public 
space for both residents and non-residents to visit and enjoy the many restaurants and 
retail stores along this corridor. 


Our school is one of the most popular magnet schools in all of LAUSD and we have 
won every major award. One distinction we are not proud of is being ranked in the top 
100 most dangerous school zones in the state of California based on traffic and 
pedestrian accidents in our area. We hope you will consider this project to increase 
safety for students and families coming to school. 


| respectfully request that you give favorable consideration to this funding application 
which will allow the Melrose Arts District to achieve its goal of creating a safe and 
sustainable active transportation environment. Thank you for your consideration. 


Sincerely, 


Principal 


